
Getting People toWork Together
Building a Better Future - Part 5

Open your group in prayer and remember that this is only a guide. Feel free to discuss each of the

provided questions in the message notes, or simply dive deeper into just one. Before you close

with prayer, take a few minutes to look over the Three Essential Questions towards the end of the

document.

MessageNotes
Nehemiah 3:1 - 32

Keywords in this chapter (different translations)

BUILT – 30 times REBUILT – 29 times

REPAIRED – 31 times WORKED – 24 times

Talk It Over
1. Divide the dream into smaller goals and tasks.

Key Phrase: “SECTION” is used 26 times (CEV) – “a smaller part of the whole.”

The next section was built by … Nehemiah 3:2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 9, 11, etc.

Question 1: Think of a dream for our church or a personal goal that may seem overwhelming.

Discuss how you could divide it into smaller goals and tasks. How does this change your

perspective about reaching your goal?

Talk It Over
2. Let others share ownership of the dream.

Key Phrase: “By his OWNhouse” is used 6 times.

Jedediah repaired the wall beside his own house … Nehemiah 3:10

Hashabiah built the wall in his own district. Nehemiah 3:17

Each priest made repairs near his own house. Nehemiah 3:28

Benjamin and Azariah repaired the wall by their own homes. Nehemiah 3:23
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3. Organize around natural relationships.
Nehemiah: “I posted them by families…“ Nehemiah 4:13

Eliashib and his fellow priests rebuilt the Sheep Gate. Nehemiah 3:1

The men of Jericho built the next section … Nehemiah 3:2

The sons of Hassenaah built the Fish Gate … Nehemiah 3:3

Shallum and his daughters built the next section. Nehemiah 3:12

The goldsmiths and the merchants built another section. Nehemiah 3:32

Question 2:Which dream, or area of your life needs to be built for the first time, torn down and

rebuilt, or repaired?Who comes tomind that could help you?

Talk It Over
4. Develop a team spirit.

Key Phrase: “NEXT to them” is used twenty-one times in Nehemiah chapter 3. Eighteen different

teams arementioned.

We are partners working together for God … 1 Corinthians 3:9 (TEV)

Two people can accomplish more than twice as much as one; because they get more done by working
together. Also if one falls down, the other can help him up … And two can resist an attack that would
defeat one person alone. Three people is even better. A rope made of three cords is hard to break.

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NLT/TEV)

Question 3:Do you prefer to work alone or in a team setting? One of our core values is that we are

“Better Together.”What are these verses in Ecclesiastes telling us about the benefits of working

with others?

Above all else, you must live in a way that brings honor to the good news about Christ … I want to know
that you are working together and striving side by side to get others to believe the good news.

Philippians 1:27 (CEV)

Talk It Over
5. Love everyone but invest in thewilling.

The next section of the wall was rebuilt by the men of Tekoa but the nobles of that town refused to work or
help. Nehemiah 3:5

a. Waste no time judging others.
Why do you judge your brothers or sisters in Christ? And why do you think you’re better than they are?
Remember, each of us will stand personally before the judgment seat of God. … Then each of us has to give
a personal account to God. So stop judging each other! Romans 14:10, 12-13a

b. Remember Godwill rewardwhat I do.
The faithless will be fully repaid for their ways, but good people will be rewarded. Proverbs 14:14

People who are generous will themselves be blessed. … Proverbs 22:9

Question 4: Nehemiah 3:5 brieflymentions community members who chose not to contribute to

the rebuilding. Often, we become frustrated with people who do not contribute to a project.What



verses in scripture can help us overcome the temptation to judge and copewith associated

emotions?

Talk It Over
6. Never stop saying, “Thank you.”

Paul: “I never stop being grateful for you, as I mention you in all my prayers.” Ephesians 1:16 (CEV)

a. Recognize individuals by name.
b. Recognize specific work.

They laid beams and put the doors, and bolts, and bars in place. Nehemiah 3:6b

c. Recognize great attitude.
…Baruch zealously repaired another section … Nehemiah 3:20

d. Recognize extra effort.
Meremoth repaired the section by the Fish Gate … then he also repaired another section by the high
priest’s home. Nehemiah 3:4, 21

Question 5: Nehemiah specifically recognized and honored seventy-one individuals for their

work. Share a timewhen awell-worded thank you from someonemade a positive impact on you.

Nowork… Somework… Enthusiastic work

oWhich describesmy involvement in God’s work on earth?
oWhat section of thewall am I building at East Valley Nazarene?

Brothers and sisters … Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your
work for the Lord is never wasted! 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NCV)

Question 6: Were there any suggestions from this sermon that really helpedmake your dream or

goal seemmore attainable?Why?

Three Essential Questions
The following questions are intended to be open-ended and encouragemembers to consider how

they felt andwhat they, or the group, can do as a result of hearing themessage!

1. What did you hear?What point in this message was most impactful for you?

2. What do you think? How did this message challenge, change, or affirm your thinking?

3. Whatwill you do? Howwill you or your group put into practice what you’ve learned today?


